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duction, p. 131). The Area Development Agency carries out the work associated with regional 
programs and the National Design Branch, in co-operation with the National Design Council, 
undertakes programs to promote and encourage good design in Canadian products. 

The Program Advisory Group consists of a small number of officers experienced in economics, 
commercial policy, industrial research and development. Their function is to advise the Depart­
ment in these areas and to co-ordinate departmental programs related to them. 

Department of Insurance.—The Minister of Finance is responsible for the Department of 
Insurance which originated in 1875 as a branch of the Department of Finance but was constituted 
a separate Department in 1910. I t is authorized and governed by the Department of Insurance 
Act (RSC 1952, c. 70). Under the Superintendent of Insurance, who is the Deputy Head, the 
Department administers the statutes of Canada applicable to : insurance, loan and trust companies 
incorporated by the Parliament of Canada; provincially incorporated insurance companies reg­
istered with the Department; British and foreign insurance companies operating in Canada; small 
loans companies and money-lenders; co-operative credit societies registered under the Co-operative 
Credit Associations Act; and public service insurance. 

Under the relevant provincial statutes, the Department examines trust companies incorporated 
in the Provinces of Manitoba and New Brunswick and loan and trust companies incorporated in 
the Province of Nova Scotia. 

International Joint Commission.—This Commission was established under a Britain-United 
States treaty signed Jan. 11, 1909 and ratified by Canada in 1911. The Commission, composed of 
six members (three appointed by the President of the United States and three by the Government 
of Canada), is governed by five specific Articles of the Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909. The 
Commission's approval is required for any use, obstruction or diversion of boundary waters affecting 
the natural level or flow of boundary waters in the other country; and for any works in waters 
flowing from boundary waters or below the boundary in rivers flowing across the boundary which 
raise the natural level of waters on the other side of the boundary. 

Problems arising along the common frontier are also referred to the Commission by either 
country for examination and report, such report to contain appropriate conclusions and recommenda­
tions. In addition, questions or matters of difference between the two countries may be referred 
to the Commission for decision, provided both countries consent. 

The Commission reports to the Secretary of State for External Affairs of Canada and to the 
Secretary of State of the United States. 

Department of Justice.—This Department, established by SC 1868, c. 39, now operates 
under authority of the Department of Justice Act (RSC 1952, c. 71 as amended by SC 1960, c. 4 and 
SC 1966, c. 25). The Minister of Justice is the official legal adviser of the Governor General and 
the legal member of the Queen's Privy Council for Canada. I t is his duty to see tha t the admini­
stration of public affairs is in accordance with law, to superintend all matters connected with the 
administration of justice in Canada tha t are not within the jurisdiction of the provincial govern­
ments, to advise upon the legislation and proceedings of the provincial legislatures and generally to 
advise the Crown upon all matters of law referred to him by the Crown. The Minister of Justice is, 
ex officio, Her Majesty's Attorney General of Canada. In this capacity it is his duty to advise the 
heads of the departments of the Government of Canada upon all matters of law connected with such 
departments, to settle and approve all instruments issued under the Great Seal of Canada, and to 
regulate and conduct all litigation for or against the Crown in the right of Canada. 

Department of Labour.—The Department of Labour was established in 1900 by Act of 
Parliament (SC 1900, c. 24) and now operates under authority of the Department of Labour Act 
(RSC 1952, c. 72). The Department administers, under the Minister of Labour, legislation dealing 
with: industrial relations, investigation of disputes, etc.; fair employment practices; the regulation of 
fair wages and hours of labour; female employee equal pay; government annuities; government em­
ployee compensation; merchant seamen compensation; and hours of work, minimum wages, annual 
vacations and holidays with pay. I t promotes joint consultation with industry through labour-
management committees and operates a Women's Bureau. The Department publishes the Labour 
Gazette and other publications, as well as general information on labour-management, employment, 
manpower and related subjects. 

The Merchant Seamen Compensation Board reports to the Minister of Labour. The Depart­
ment is the official liaison agency between the Canadian Government and the International Labour 
Organization. The Unemployment Insurance Commission, the Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of the Maritime Transportation Unions, the Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation and the 
Canada Labour Relations Board report to Parliament through the Minister of Labour. The Canada 
Labour Relations Board administers certain provisions of the Industrial Relations and Disputes 
Investigation Act. 

Library of Parliament.—The Library of Parliament as such was established in 1871 (SC 
1871, c. 21) although it existed earlier. I t currently functions under RSC 1952, c. 166 and SC 1955, 
c. 35. The Library of Parliament keeps all books, maps and other articles tha t are in the joint 
possession of the Senate and the House of Commons. The Parliamentary Librarian is also re-


